
 The United Nations Commission on the 
Status of Women (CSW), held March 1 - 12, 
kept its reputation for offering up a document 
that was fraught with problematic language.  The 
theme this year was “The role of men and boys 
in achieving gender equality.” While there was 
merit in portions of the document, there were a 
number of trouble spots that kept the pro-family 
delegates constantly on their toes.  When the 
reading started the debate began, with delegates 
carefully considering the effects of every word.
 Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey, who 
stands strong on family values, led the United 
States delegation with the assistance of private 
sector delegated Doro Bush (President Bushʼs 
sister), Lis Cheney (V.P. Cheneyʼs daughter) 
and Ann Corkery.  The European Union (EU) 
and Canada fought vigorously for their liberal 
stance, which, in most cases, cries out against 
the family and parents fulfilling their God-given 
responsibilities.  Ambassador Sauerbrey held her 
ground and Muslim delegates supported her, as 
did Argentina on some pro-family issues.  The US 
was determined to include the words “mothers 
and fathers” instead of simply women and men 
in appropriate places.  The EU and Canada hate 
these titles because they speak loudly of role 
responsibilities and natural marriage.
 The US and Sudan, along with other 
Muslim countries, worked hard to delete the 
words “reproductive rights,” which mean nothing 
more than abortion on demand by any woman 
or girl, and “sexual rights and services,” which 
mean not only abortion, but the free distribution 
of condoms as the means of birth control and 
protection against sexually transmitted diseases, 
specifically HIV/AIDS. Ambassador Sauerbrey 
insisted on “services” being replaced with 
“programs.”  Programs allow for education, 
which could include abstinence education, which 
liberals fight against.  Another troublesome 
word is “stereotype.” The opposition considers 
motherhood as a negative stereotype, so our 
coalition worked to get the word deleted.  We are 
happy to report that we were successful in these 
efforts.  It was a victory! We extended praise and 
gratitude to Ambassador Sauerbrey for doing 

such a magnificent job in protecting the family 
in this document.
 March 2nd we presented a side event as 
representatives of WOW and the World Family 
Policy Center.  Delpha and Steve Baird of WOW 
assisted in advertising and greeting people at the 
event.  Our subject was Men and Women: Equal 
with Differences.  It drew a larger crowd than 
anticipated.  People started coming, and coming, 
and coming - NGOs from many different 
countries.    

WOMEN’S VOICE

WHAT ABOUT THE CHILDREN?
WOW President Nina Palmer 
addresses the theory of 
“socially-constructed” gender 
roles.  

   See PAGE 2.

POINTS
Fourteen 
time-honored 
principles 
that help ful-

fill WOWʼs mission.
 See PAGE 3.
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“WOMEN AND THEIR INFLUENCE 
FOR GOOD” WOW to host conference on 
family in conjunction with Annual Meeting
 See PAGE 9.

July 2004

WOW GOES TO MEXICO CITY
World Congress on Families III provides support for 
the natural family and family values .

See PAGE 4.
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 On December 3, 2003, the General 
Assembly of the United Nations adopted a 
resolution for “Preparations for and Observance of 
the Tenth Anniversary of the International Year of 
the Family in 2004”.  
 The following day, an exhibit on the family 
prepared for the tenth anniversary was opened 
and was used as a setting for the official opening 
ceremony of the Year of the Family + 10.  Mr. 
Jose Antonio Ocampo, Under-Secretary General 
for Ecomonic and Social Affairs of the United 
Nations made the announcement.  Other speakers 
included Ignacio Tornell, chairman of the NGO 
IYF+10 committee, Ambassador Luis Fonseca of 
Cape Verde, Ann Corkery, US Senior Advisor to 
the UN, and Delpha Baird, WOW New York UN 
Representative.
 The Family Exhibit was arranged for and set 
up by Delpha and Stephen Baird as representatives 
of  the Worldwide Organization for Women.  It was 
placed in the hallway at the UN connecting major 
conference rooms and visited by many delegates 
and NGOʼs who were present during the following 
three days.
 A part of the exhibit was a family night 
booth sponsored by Brigham Young Universityʼs 
School of Social Work.  Copies of a booklet entitled, 
“The Family Enrichment Program - A guide for 
strengthening families through weekly family 
night” was given to those visiting the booth.
 Following the Announcement Ceremony, a 
High Level Seminar on the Family was organized 
and presented at the UN by the NGO International 
Year of the Family + 10 Committee (IYF+10).  Its 

official sponsors were the Path to Peace Foundation 
and the World Family Policy Center.
 The IYF+10 committee is a civil society 
initiative for the observance of the International 
Year of the Family +10.  It began its work in March 
of 2003 and is composed of individual organizations 
sharing an interest in the promotion of the family 
and willing to work together for the celebration 
of the IYF+10 and beyond, at the United Nations 
and worldwide.  WOW is an active member of this 
committee and its representatives are Delpha and 
Stephen Baird. 
 The Theme of the seminar was “Different 
Perspectives, One Single Reality: The Family is the 
Basic Unit of Society”.  Ten speakers representing 
high level officials and NGOs from throughout the 
world participated in the two-session seminar.  At 
the end, an important announcement was made by 
a delegate from Qatar that Her Highness Sheikha 
Mouza Bint Nasser Al-Misnad, Consort of His 
Highness the Emir of Qatar and President of the 
Supreme Council for Family Affairs, arranged 
to hold an official intergovernmental meeting in 
Doha, Qatar, where a declaration will be adopted 
as the official UN Declaration on the Family 
and subsequently presented to the UN General 
assembly for their acceptance and endorsement.  It 
will be known as the Doha Declaration. 
 Along with the Declaration, a report on all 
pro-family governmental and NGO activities held 
during 2004 will be published.  There will also be 
published a volume reporting the most significant 
scholarship produced by the year-long family 
events.

WOW to Participate in Doha 
International Conference on Family

The Doha Conferences
 The conference process began in March 
2004 with the World Congress on Families III 
held in Mexico City (see related article).  There 
are three additional conferences planned, one in 
Stockholm which was held on May 14th and 15th, 
one in Geneva, Switzerland which will be held 
on August 23-25, and one in Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia in early October of 2004 (date to 
be announced soon).  The Doha International 
Conference for the Family will be held on 
November 29th - 30th  in Doha, Qatar.
 In addition to these conferences, there 
will be others sponsored by pro-family NGO’s 
and held throughout the world.  WOW will also 
be an official sponsor of one, which will be held 
in Salt Lake City, Utah on September 17, 2004.  
It will be in the form of a women’s conference 
entitled, “Women and Their Influence for 
Good”.

(FOR MORE INFORMATION, 
see announcement on pg. 9)

Reported by Joy and Gary Lundberg 
representing the World Family Policy 

Center and WOW
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I do care about the chil-
dren of the world.  They 
deserve to be loved and 
nurtured by their moth-
ers and fathers who are 
legally and lawfully 
married.  They need to 
be shown their roles in 
life by the example of 

adults who love and care 
for them.  However, they 

are vulnerable and can be used and manipulated 
by those wishing to promote their own agenda 
for change.  

The vast majority of women throughout 
the world believe in a Divine Creator whom we 
call God our Father.  We believe He sent us here 
for a purpose, and has given us a plan for our 
well being.  For generations, all cultures have 
prized parenthood as one of civilizationʼs most 
important roles. God has given these roles to 
mothers and fathers for the purpose of conceiv-
ing and bearing children.  Procreation has been 
the main reason for men and women to marry 
and share their love with the children they bring 
into the world.  

A very small minority has made it their 
cause to change all of this. They believe that 

life just happened by chance, and that roles 
for women and men have been “socially con-
structed” and therefore a change is in order!  
The process of the blurring of gender roles for 
men and women has been going on for a century 
or more.  Motherhood, they say, is a “socially 
constructed sex role stereotype” and should not 
be honored.  It is a burden for women to bear 
children and care for them.  The sex act should 
not be connected to procreation but should be 
associated with pleasure and recreation.  It is 
just another body function that should be en-
joyed by individuals anytime, with anyone, and 
in any way they wish.  The sexual experience 
seems to dominate their lives.  They usually do 
not believe in God or his commandments.  Right 
or wrong, good or evil are defi ned by them and 
not by God.  Everything is relative and changes 
according to circumstance.  They may conceive 
and bear a child and may even marry, however 
they demand that women should not stay at 
home and care for their children, but have a ca-
reer as men do.  Women should not depend on a 
man for either fi nancial support or social status.  
Equality means sameness.  Children are not val-
ued because they are inconvenient.  Therefore, 
abortion must be legal to kill the child that they 
have created before it is born.  Only one or two 

children per family should be allowed to be 
born, because they interfere with the adultʼs life 
style.  Also, the population of the earth must be 
controlled, because many of the worldʼs prob-
lems are caused by too many people.  Under 
these circumstances, how can children be loved 
or valued by their parents? 
 There are many women who believe in 
the God-given roles of wives and mothers, and 
for men, husbands and fathers.  We feel that 
one of the most important roles that we have is 
to bear and nurture our children.  Another is to 
love and cherish our husbands.  We must work 
together as equal partners but with different 
roles.  Children need to have their mothers at 
home to teach, love, and care for their needs.  
 As members of the Worldwide Organi-
zation for Women we want our voices heard for 
the sake of our future world.  We do not believe 
in the agenda for change that is now being pro-
moted.  We have made that CHOICE!
 In order to bring about a loving world, 
our children need to be valued, cared for, cher-
ished, and loved.  Only then will we be able to 
create a peaceful world!  If our children are not 
taught this, there is no hope for civilization.            

Nina W. Palmer
President, WOW

PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE: What About the Children?

In October 2003 Nina Palmer and Abbie 
Vianes traveled to Beirut, Lebanon to attend an 
international woman’s conference, “The Role of 
Women in Building Peace.”  The conference was 
held at the U.N. building in downtown Beirut 
and was hosted by an International NGO, The 
Worldwide Movement of Mothers (Mouvement 
Mondial des Meres - MMM), established in 1947 
in Paris. WOW is a board member.

The intent of the conference was to 
create a dialogue between Lebanese Christian 
and Muslim women and was very successful.  

Lebanon had 
been in a state 
of internal war 
for over fi fteen 
years and 
many parts of 
Beirut were 
still in rubble, 
although the 
d o w n t o w n 
area was 
undergoing a 
m a s s i v e 
reconstruction.
One of the 
pa r t i c ipan t s 
was from 
Russia. She 
told of the 
d e p l o r a b l e 
conditions in 
the military 
there and how 
she and other 
mothers had 
to go out and 
recover their 
son’s bodies 
from the 

battlefi elds.  Another mother from Bosnia who 
suffered the horrors of war and now was, as any 
typical mother anywhere on this planet, warring 
with her teenagers to get them to do their chores 
and not run with the wrong crowd of youth.
 Sylvie Buisson, a Frenchwoman and 
the owner of the hotel, graduated from the 
top school of commerce in France and could 
be comfortably making a six-fi gure income 
there. However, service has always been 
Sylvie’s life mission and seven years ago she 
came to Beirut, fell in love with it and stayed.  
She raised money to build a Christian radio 
station that is powerful enough to broadcast 
all the way to Baghdad and into other Arab 
nations.  She says that they are preparing 
hearts to receive the gospel. Sylvie does 
much of the hotel work herself when she is 
not off to France to fund raise for her radio 
station and her children.  Her “children” are 
the 700 Lebanese school children who cannot 
afford to go to school (the public schools are 
still not functioning after the war and only 
private schools are open) for whom Sylvie 
fi nds sponsors in France.  The radio station 
is funded by advertisements, all profi ts from 
the hotel, and donations from France. Nina and 
I felt on hallowed ground around Sylvie as she 
devoted her life totally to service.
 Women of many different nationalities 
and several men spoke at the conference. One 
speaker that impacted me deeply was Chris 
Donnely.  Chris worked for thirty years at NATO 
intelligence and is very informed about what is 
happening all over the world.  He spoke of how 
the face of war has changed.  It used to be that 
men on distant battlefi elds fought war.  Today that 
is no longer the case.  In the Bosnian war sniper’s 
targets were women and children. Fully eighty-
six percent of the fatalities were civilians.  And 
rape became a strategy of war - to demoralize the 

male population.  Twenty thousand women and 
girls were raped during the Bosnian war.  Chris 
told the conference attendees to become more 
self-suffi cient, to not expect their governments to 
do everything for them, and to become involved 

in the peace making process.
 Because women are left to pick up the 
shattered pieces of life after war, it would be 
to all of our benefi ts to become more actively 
involved in the role of peace building.
 In our next newsletter, I will share the 
story of the Irish housewives who became 
involved in their peace process in a small 
way by starting to meet around their kitchen 
tables and talking together.  Then they moved 
from the kitchen table to the treaty tables and 
demanded representation. These women ended 
up negotiating the peace process with the IRA.  
Their story is extraordinary; ordinary women 
accomplishing far from ordinary outcomes.
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Conference in Beirut Inspires, Brings Results
By Abbie Vianes

Nina Palmer and French Ambassador at the 
reception given by the French Embassy in 
Beirut.



WOWʼS VISION
We believe in the divine worth and attributes 
of all women and acknowledge and value the 
innate power women possess as an infl uence 
for good in the home, marriage, family, and 
community.

WOWʼS MISSION
Our mission is to bring all women to the 
understanding of their divine worth and in-
fl uence upon society.  Furthermore, we seek 
to strengthen, support, and unite women and 
men of faith in order to create a peaceful, 
moral, and loving environment that values 
the sanctity of human life, preserves the 
natural family, and fosters worship of God.
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We believe that God is the Omnipotent Creator 
of the universe.  He is the divine source who 
leads us to inner peace, spiritual fulfi llment, 
and loving relationships with Him and with all 
mankind.

We recognize family as the oldest human institu-
tion and the basic unit of society.  The security 
of nations and survival of civilization depend on 
the strength of families worldwide.

We believe in the sanctity of legal and law-
ful marriage between a man and a woman.  
This union is necessary for the well-being 
and protection of children, the family and 
society.

We recognize that governments, organiza-
tions, and institutions exist as a support 
system to serve, protect, and uphold the 
family.

We advocate for the involve-
ment of individuals and families 
in volunteer service to strength-
en communities and society.

We view the gender roles 
of men and women as 
being divinely appointed 
and equal but having dif-
ferent responsibilities that 
refl ect their unique roles 
in the family and society.

We acknowledge the contributions and 
experience of loving grandparents and 
other extended family members as a posi-
tive infl uence and a stabilizing support for 
families.

We encourage men of all ages 
to obtain the knowledge, skills, 
wisdom, and confi dence necessary 
to assume their role as honorable 
leaders, profi cient providers, and 
loving husbands and fathers in 
their homes and families.

We respect and support the role of parents in 
providing for the spiritual, intellectual, social, and 
emotional needs of their children and teaching them 
moral principles.

We promote the 
formal and informal 
education of men, 
women, and chil-
dren as essential for 
personal growth and 
fulfi llment, and for 
the development of 
skills and talents, 
thereby strengthen-
ing the family and 
society.

We affi rm that human life is sacred at all stages 
of development and must be honored and pro-
tected.

We encourage 
women of all ages to 
gain the knowledge, 
skills, wisdom, and 
confi dence necessary 
to assume their role 
as the heart of the 
home.  We honor and 
recognize the endur-
ing value of a nurtur-
ing mother, and her 
essential impact on 
society

We acknowledge and support the sov-
ereign status of every world state, each 
having independent dominion within its 
legitimate political, economic, social, 
and cultural authority.

We urge men and women 
to be an informed, in-
volved, and positive infl u-
ence on issues and laws 
that protect family issues.

Divine Power

Family

Marriage

Parenthood

Human Life

Motherhood

Fatherhood

Extended Family

Equality and Differences

Education

Service

Governments, Organizations, 
and Institutions

Sovereignty

Public Policy 
and Law
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 The World Congress of Families III 
was held in Mexico City, Mexico March 29-
31, 2004 at the beautiful Centro Bannemex 
Convention Center. Over 3,000 people from 
60 different nations attended. WOW was 
represented by Delpha and Steven Baird, 
our New York City UN reps. They were able 
to distribute materials from a booth near 
the main conference room, and spoke with 
hundreds of attendees regarding WOWʼs 
work in protecting the family throughout the 
world.
          The opening session began with a 
welcome from Mrs. Martha Fox, First Lady 
of Mexico. Followed by our good friend 
Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey, who delivered 
a message of family support from President 
George W. Bush. After that, different speakers 
from different countries gave their addresses. 
Plenary Panels and Workshops occupied the 
bulk of the remaining events with speakers 
that included Allan Carlson of the Heritage 
Foundation, Patrick Fagan, Richard Wilkins 
and Thomas Holman of the World Family 
Policy Center, Enese Slesere of the Latvian 
Parliament and wife of the Deputy Prime 
Minister, Cardinal Alfonso Lopez Trujillo 
from Colombia, Cardinal Renato Martino 
from The Vatican, and many other government 
dignitaries, scholars and NGO leaders.
          It was an inspiring outpouring of support 
for the natural family and family values. A 
priest from Mexico expressed sentiments that 
all were feeling. With tears in his eyes he said, 

“I was beginning to think I was the only one 
who cared about what was happening to the 
family. Now I see thousands of people here 
with the same concern, and I am so happy. 
Iʼm not alone! With so many, we can make 
a difference.” It was thrilling to sense the 

tremendous influence that would go out from 
this conference to many parts of the world. 
Indeed, it cannot help but have a powerful 
effect in protecting the family.
          Gary and Joy 
Lundberg, from the 
World Family Policy 
Center and members 
of our advisory board, 
gave away 500 copies 
of the new song CD 
Save the Family.  
Music has power and 
it is their hope that 
this song will be sung 
far and wide in homes 
and at NGO, civic and 
religious events. (The 
CD and sheet music 
can be downloaded 
free at http://www.ga
ryjoylundberg.com.el
ude to the concluding 
day of events.)
          At the final 
session the Mexico 
City Declaration, 
which was created 
by the WCF III 
organizers and other 
participants, was presented. It is as follows:

Mexico 2004: Mexico City Declaration: 
Basic Principles

a The 
Family and 
S o c i e t y :  
The natural 
family is the 
fundamental 
social unit, 
i n s c r i b e d 
in human 
nature, and 
centered on 
the union of 
a man and 
a woman in 
the lifelong 
covenant of 
marriage.
a The 
Family and 
M a r r i a g e :  
M a r r i a g e , 

the cornerstone of healthy family life, brings 
security, contentment, meaning, joy and 
spiritual maturity to the man and woman who 
enter this lifelong covenant with unselfish 
commitment.
a The Family and Children:  The natural 

family provides the optimal environment for 
the healthy development of children.
a The Family and Sexuality:  Sexuality exists 
for the expression of love between husband 

and wife and for 
the procreation 
of children in 
the covenant of 
marriage.
a The Family, 
Life and 
B i o e t h i c a l 
Issues:  Every 
human person 
has intrinsic 
value throughout 
the continuum 
of life from 
fertilization until 
natural death.
a The Family 
and Population:  
Procreation is 
the key to the 
survival of the 
human race.
a The Family 

and Education:  
P a r e n t s 
possess the 

primary authority and responsibility to direct 
the upbringing and education of their children, 
except in clear cases of abuse and neglect.
a The Family, Economy and Development:  
The natural family is the fundamental 
unit in society for economic growth and 
development.
a The Family and Government:  Good 
government protects and supports the family 
and does not usurp the vital roles it plays in 
society.
a The Family and Religion:  As the primary 
educators, parents have the right to teach their 
religious and moral beliefs to their children 
and to raise them according to their religious 
precepts.
a Call to Respect the Family:  We exhort all 
persons, families, social entities, governments 
and international organizations throughout 
the world to adopt a family perspective, 
to respect and uphold the institution of the 
natural human family for the good of present 
and future generations in accordance with the 
principles and recommended guidelines of 
this Declaration adopted at the third World 
Congress of Families in Mexico City. 

 Delpha Baird and Bonnie Parkin in Mexico City

 Gary and Joy Lundberg, Bonnie Parkin, Delpha Baird & 
US Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey

MEXICO
CITY:

 In celebration of the UN 
Conference of the Family + 10 and 
the first participant in the Doha 
International Conference Process



The Earth Council was formed fi ve years 
ago, with the express purpose of writing and 
promoting a document called the Earth Charter.  The 
Earth Charter is a pattern for a world government, 
with principles that aim to promote peace and 
prosperity among all the peoples of the Earth.  

Upon a preliminary reading, the Earth 
Charter sounds like a good thing, but after learning 
the “code words” of the United Nations (i.e. 
“reproductive health” which really means abortion), 
one can see that coming to a valid opinion on the 
Earth Charter requires scrutiny.

When closely examined, the Earth Charter 
reveals its hidden agenda, which is a combination of 
the extremely liberal ideas that have been plaguing 
the United Nations for years.  
The Earth Charter states that all 
the people of the world have a 
fundamental right to housing, 
food, clean water, medical care, 
sanitation, and reproductive health.  The guarantee 
of these “rights” to all the people of the Earth would 
mean that our governments would be responsible 
to carry out programs involving redistribution of 
wealth, growth and population control (including 
unrestricted abortion), and massive environmental 
efforts that would value all forms of life to the same 
degree that we value human beings.  The Earth 
Council seems to have forgotten that government 
management of this magnitude has been tried and 
has failed miserably in the past.  The Earth Charter 
is a bad disguise for socialism. 

One point that particularly concerns us 

about the Earth Charter is that its supporters seek 
to institute a kind of new world religion of earth 
worship.  Mikhail Gorbechev is quoted in The 
Los Angeles Times as saying,  “Do not do unto 
the environment of others what you do not want 
done to your own environment... My hope is that 
this charter will be a kind of Ten Commandments, 
a ʻSermon on the Mountʼ, that provides a guide for 
human behavior toward the environment in the next 
century” (May 8, 1997).  

The idea of the Earth Charter as a 
replacement for the Ten Commandments is 
amplifi ed by the creation of the Ark of Hope, 
which is built to look very much like the Ark of 
the Covenant in which the ancient Israelites housed 

the tablets of the original Ten 
Commandments.   The Earth 
Council keeps the Earth Charter 
in the Ark of Hope, along with 
Temenos books which are 

handmade and contain prayers to the ancient Earth 
goddess, Gaia.  They even want the Ark of Hope to 
be housed in the halls of the United Nations, their 
temple.  They hope to have the charter accepted 
and implemented through the general assembly of 
the United Nations.  They are already endorsed by 
UNESCO (United Nations Educations, Scientifi c, 
and Cultural Organization) within the UN system.

This development is disconcerting to the 
Worldwide Organization for Women because it fl ies 
in the face of our fi rst point:  We believe that God is 
the Creator of the universe, and He helps individuals 
fi nd peace and spiritual fulfi llment in their lives by 

developing a loving 
relationship with Him 
and others.  The Earth 
Charter promotes 
the idea of our fi rst 
counterpoint:  There is no God or Creator nor a plan 
or purpose to life, as all life forms have evolved.  
The Earth Charter suggests that we are the saviors of 
this world, and that we must not worship God, but 
that we should worship the Earth.  See Romans 1:
22-25 (KJV) for an interesting comparison.

The Earth Charter hopes to be invasive 
in our governments, our religions, and our way 
of life.  In addition to seeking UN approval and 
implementation as the global constitution, fi ve of 
the Earth Charterʼs main objectives are: making 
the Charter relevant to and infl uential upon national 
development policies; incorporating a “values 
framework” for professional work practices and 
livelihoods; introducing the Charter into formal and 
informal values education and training, as well as 
into the teachings and ministries of religious and 
spiritual groups and organizations; and introducing 
basic tenets of the Charter into popular culture.  We 
must be prepared by being knowledgeable.  When 
we know the Earth Charterʼs true intent, we can be 
ready to expose it when it comes, seeking approval, 
to our cities and towns.  

A report by the Worldwide 
Organization for Women

Earth Charter Demands Scrutiny
Is the Earth Council Framing a New Religion?
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Do your own research on 
the Earth Charter - go to:

http://www.earthcharter.org

SIDE EVENT
(continued from front page)

We presented academics studies and surveys that had been 
done to prove the vital need of a married father and mother in the 
home. And how important it its for a family to have both in order to 
achieve the proper balance and well being of children.  We showed that 
the differences of men and women are strengths to the family and to all 
society; we felt the Spirit in the room and we could see it in the eyes of 
the people.

Recognizing that many face diffi cult challenges, we told about 
our dear friend whose husband left her with six children and how she 
has not let that embitter her against men - how she teaches her sons and 
daughters to live lives of honor and to value both men and women.  We 
said to this mostly female audience, “ Do you realize the power you have 
as a woman? And how vital your separate roles are in building successful, 
happy societies throughout the world?” They were with us! We shared 
personal experiences of our own loving parents and grandparents, and 
how important the values they lived were in preparing us to marry and 
rear a family of our own.

People then rushed up to us, thanking us profusely.  One woman 
said, “Never in the fi ve years of attending the Commission on the Status 
of Women have I ever heard a talk that supported marriage and the 
family. I can never thank you enough. This is what Iʼve been waiting 
for!” Many expressed that same gratitude. Another woman said, “ If I 
get nothing else from coming to New York for UN meetings, being here 
at this meeting will have been worth the whole trip.” A woman from 
Australia said, “Your presentation gave me goose bumps.  I have four 
children and what you said is exactly how I feel.  Nobody is saying it any 
more. Thank you more than I can express.”

We know there were some very liberal feminists there, and a few 
of them left early - pretty typical.  But some who had a look of defi ance 
at the beginning changed by the end - there was a different, softer look, a 
look of gratitude in the eyes of so many. Some Muslim women came up 
and thanked us with almost gushing word of gratitude.  Several people 
took our picture with them. The woman who challenged our views earlier 
in the presentation said afterward, “I understand your views now, though 
I donʼt agree with some of the research, I, too want a loving family.  We 
have the same ultimate goal.” A Muslim woman thanked us and said, 
“This is what Islam teaches. I will send you a book on Islam.” 
D o r o Bush thanked us for expressing what she 

believes about the family.
Our overall experience at CSW 

was positive and heartwarming.  
There is hope!

Many requested copies 
of the song to use in their 
countries and NGO meetings. 
If you would like to receive 
information on the song please 

make your request to 
savethefamily@earthlink.net.

“SAVE THE 
FAMILY”

A song by Gary 
and Joy Lundberg

AVAILABLE NOW ONLINE! 
To download this song, go to:

www.garyjoylundberg.com

INTRODUCING WOWʼs NEW 
ADVISORY BOARD MEMBERS:

Jane Clayson Johnson and Gary and Joy Lundberg are new members of WOWʼs 
Advisory Board.  We are looking forward to having their input and advice 
concerning issues and work to which WOW is engaged.

Jane Clayson Johnson
 Jane Clayson is best known for her career as a broadcast journalist.  
After graduating from Brigham Young University in Provo, Utah, she was hired 
as a reporter/anchor for KSL TV in Salt Lake City, Utah.  From there she was 
employed as a correspondent for ABC television working for “World News 
Tonight with Peter Jennings” and “Good Morning America”. In 1999 she co-
anchored with Bryant Gumbel for CBS on “The Early Show” for the next three 
years.  Her latest work has been as a correspondent with ”48 Hours” and an 
investigative reporter for “The CBS Evening News with Dan Rather”.
 Recently she was offered a very attractive four-year contract with a major 
network for a prime time show on television. However, she had just been offered 
another type of contract, which she accepted.  It was a marriage proposal from 
Mark Johnson.  They were married on September 26, 2003.  Even though her 
agent was dismayed when she turned down the network offer and even strongly 
urged her to accept it though married, she decided that this was not in keeping 
with the wishes of her heart.  Her dream was to become a wife and mother.  Jane 
is expecting her fi rst baby in September 2004.  At this time of her life, her family 
comes fi rst! After studying the issues and positions of WOW, she accepted our 
invitation to become an advisory board member.  

Gary Lundberg
 Gary Lundberg, MA MFT, is a licensed marriage and family therapist and 
a clinical member of the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy.  
He is the soloist on the music CD Heart to Heart, which features songs of fun and 
inspiration to enhance family relationships.  Born and reared in Washington, DC. 
He served seven years as a fi ghter pilot for the U.S. Air force.

Joy Lundberg
 Joy is a writer and lyricist and has written over 170 published songs with 
composer Janice Kapp Perry.  Their new song “Save the Family” was written to 
inspire people worldwide to help protect marriage and the family.  She has been 
a scriptwriter for the worldwide broadcast Music and the Spoken Word for seven 
years and author of numerous magazine articles.  She was reared in Vale, Oregon.
 Gary and Joy are the authors of the best-selling books on relationships, “I 
Donʼt Have to Make Everything All Better”, and “Married for Better, Not Worse: 
the 14 Secrets to a Happy Marriage.”  The Lundbergs have appeared on numerous 
radio and TV talk shows throughout the United States.  They currently work with 
the Brigham Young University World Family Policy Center.  Gary and Joy are the 
parents of fi ve children and have thirteen grandchildren.
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 In January 2004, UNICEF held it’s 

Executive Board First Regular Session.  The 

Bairds’ attended the meetings and reported 

on Agenda item #7 which stated: The Tenth 

Anniversary of the Year of the Family 

(TYF): The Challenges of Families with 

Children and the UNICEF Action Plan for 

2004.”

 Recognizing that children need to 

grow up in an environment within a strong, 

supportive family, they state that the rights 

of children and women are essential to 

providing for a strong family. Furthermore 

gender equality and responsible and shared 

parenthood are also necessary and major 

progress should be made in these areas.

 The challenge of the families 

throughout the world include:

* Millions of families and their 
children still live in poverty, 
and the disparities between 
rich and poor appear to be 
increasing.

* Over 1 million children have 
been orphaned or separated 
from their families as 
a direct result of war, 
particularly Africa.

* In Central and Eastern 
Europe there are over 2 
million children being raised 
in institutional settings due 
to the economic transition 
and its destructive impact 
on families.

* The HIV/AIDS pandemic 
has decimated the lives of 
some 13 million children 
who have lost at least one of 
their parents.

* Serious economic decline 
and harsh economic 
transitions have put 
enormous stress on families 
in such regions as Latin 
America, the Caribbean, 
Asia, Africa and Eastern 
and Central Europe.

* Violations against the 
rights of children and 
their families, in particular 
trafficking of children, 
commercial sexual and 
labor exploitations of 
women, and forcing 
children into combative 
roles.

 Key challenges related to children 

and strengthening of the family are:

* Reaching most needy 
families

* Raising the low status of 
women and girls in many 
families

* Providing for wider coverage 
with needy families

* Enhancing role of men 
(fathers) in family life and 
care of children

* Improve emergency early 
warning systems

 William Brisben, U.S. Representative 

to UNICEF, at this 1st Regular Session 

made statements on the family such as: 

“As the basic unit of society, families are 

essential to maintaining a social fabric that 

sustains and enriches children. Initiations 

should include parental education on child 

rearing, promoting involved and responsible 

fatherhood and healthy marriages, 

addressing parental absence, and promoting 

positive behavioral change within the 

context of the family.”

 Talking points also made by Mr. 

Brisben were to address the full range 

of programs and activities that influence 

healthy behaviors and life choices. He also 

stated that promotion was needed on the 

ABC approach: A for Abstinence, B for be 

faithful to your spouse and C for correct and 

consistent condom use in that priority order.  

He further stated that Pres. George W. Bush 

believes every child deserves to live in a 

safe, permanent and caring family, with a 

married and loving father and mother.

 WOW’s comments:

 We acknowledge the well being 

of children as the reason for establishing 

UNICEF in the first place. However, as 

is the case with most supportive agencies 

within the UN system, the feminist agenda 

is promoted such as equality for woman- 

meaning in part the elimination of the role 

of women as wives and mothers as a sex 

role stereotype as found in the CEDAW 

documents and a mild attempt to promote 

same-sex marriage in the promotion of 

gender equality. The recent efforts to change 

the definition of gender from meaning male 

or female to all the sexual preference that 

now abound that would include the latest 

of a he/she or she/he person who claims to 

be bisexual and may be more one sex than 

the other.  Attempts to make this a human 

right crops up everywhere. We support the 

male and female definition…the one that has 

existed for generations.

NEW YORK CITY U.N. REPORT 
FROM DELPHA AND STEVE BAIRD
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Nina Palmer, President, and Judy Cox, 
Correspondence Secretary, were pleased to be 
able to attend the Defend Marriage and Family 
Conference, held November 21 – 22, 2003 in 
Mesa, Arizona.  This was a World Congress 
on Families event hosted by United Families 
International.  WOW joined with many other 
pro-family organizations in manning a booth 
from which information about the Worldwide 
Organization for Women was distributed.  Nina 
and Judy were able to speak with many of the 
representatives of organizations who were in 
attendance, and to make contacts with those 
interested in the issues of marriage and family. 
It was enjoyable to be reunited with old friends 
and to meet many new ones who are working 
towards strengthening families. 

The conference began Friday with 
a training session for those interested in 
becoming involved in the efforts to defend 
marriage. Organizations and individuals alike 
were given valuable information to help them in 
their efforts to defend the family and marriage. 
Nina and Judy were able to attend part of this 
training. A fund raising banquet was held that 
evening, featuring popular author and speaker 
Ann Coulter, who spoke to the sold-out crowd.

Saturdayʼs events began with a fund-
raising breakfast, featuring Sean Hannity.  After 
the breakfast event, speakers at the morning and 

afternoon session of the conference included 
keynote speaker Sean Hannity, popular 
conservative radio host and author; Dr. Alan 
Carlson, of the Howard Center; Dr. Richard 
Wilkins of the World Family Policy Center; and 
Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey, U.S. Ambassador 
and chairman of the U.S. delegation to the 
UN Commission on the Status of Women. 
The program also included other speakers and 
musical numbers that supported family issues 
and values.

This conference was held a few days 
after the Massachusetts Supreme Court decision 
regarding gay marriage was announced. Many 
of the speakers at the conference addressed 

this controversial decision. Dr. Wilkins  ̓
talk, “Constitutional Governance and the 
Irrationality of Marriage,” helped explain 
this decision, and rallied those in attendance 
to make efforts to ensure that “the people, 
not slim majorities of seven or nine people 
dressed in black robes” decide the issue of 
same-sex marriage.

Upon returning home, a report was made 
to other WOW board members concerning 
the issues that were raised at the conference.  
After considerable debate concerning the 
pros and cons of supporting a marriage 
amendment to the US constitution, WOWʼs 
board decided to state the position found in 

our position paper which is: We believe in the 
sanctity of legal and lawful marriage between 
a man and woman.  This union is necessary 
for the well being and protection of children, 
the family and society.  

In stating this position, individuals 
worldwide are urged to study the different 
ways to achieve and maintain marriage as 
defi ned above.  As an organization, a decision 
was voted upon to not take sides with any of 
the solutions, but to urge our membership to 
choose the way for themselves, in as much as 
we represent other nations as well as the United 
States of America. 

Reps Attend Defend Marriage 
and Family Conference in Mesa

Bio Sketch: The Buetlers - WOWʼs 
Representatives in Geneva, Switzerland 
and Vienna, Austria

In 2000, while attending a micro-enterprise 
conference at the Marriott School of 
Business at Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah, Afton Beutler met Nina 
Palmer and Carol Ugochukwu and became 
interested in the WOW African Family 
Works Program being developed by Carol in 
Nigeria.   Afton volunteered her services as 
a board member of Worldwide Organization 
for Women assisting Carol in fund raising 
and in the promotion and development of 
many of the village women’s activities. 

In 2002 she traveled to Nigeria to visit the 
Ozubulu village project.  Upon her return, 
she coordinated efforts to establish the 
WOW Africa website. In 2003, she attended 
the Aid and Trade Fair in Geneva to garner 
resources for WOW Africa’s projects.  
She also helped to organize and obtain 
ECOSOC accreditation for a pro-family 
group called Association Generations Unites 
Swiss (AGUS).  While in Switzerland, she 
attended the World Health Assembly.  She 
worked with the NGO Caucus of the World 
Health Organization (WHO), and was asked 
by the chairwoman, Ann Lindsay from 
England, to co-chair the Caucus.  

In March of 2004, she and her husband 
moved to Geneva for the next several years 
in order to represent WOW at the UN 
meetings of the Commission on Human 
Rights as well as other international 
meetings held in Europe. 

Afton has a very impressive record of 
education, volunteer and professional 
service wherever she has lived. She 
graduated with BS and MS degrees from the 
University of Utah in Molecular and Genetic 
Biology and worked 
on her doctorate 
at Arizona State 
University (ASU). 

Her career 
commenced at ASU 
as Assistant Dean 
of Students/Dean 
of Women and she 
helped to establish a 
Commission for the 
Status of Women at 
the University.  She 
met her husband, 
Bob, in Tempe, 
Arizona where he was 
employed with Motorola Semiconductor 
Products Division in Phoenix doing CMOS 
Circuit Design and design for the Apollo 
and Mariner Mars electronic support 
systems.  The Beutlers have been married 35 
years and are parents of three children and 
grandparents of two granddaughters.

Afton has served in many volunteer 
capacities including helping to establish 
a library in Beaverton, Oregon and as 
chairman of the library board in Lake 
Oswego, Oregon.  Her interests have been 
in promoting and directing preschool/after 
school activities; a teen center, as well as 
coordinating a community project for youth 
and families.  She helped to build a strong 
youth support and prevention program in the 

Lake Oswego community and schools. She 
also organized support groups for parents 
of children with learning disabilities while 
helping her own daughter, Rebecca, with her 
problem of dyslexia.  Today, Rebecca is a 

special needs teacher and 
currently working on an 
art education degree in 
Virginia.  In the Tualatin, 
Oregon community, 
Afton served as president 
of the LDS Church Relief 
Society Organization 
and as a member of the 
Library/Arts Committee.  
She is currently part of 
the American Mothers 
Association Oregon State 
Board.

Bob recently retired 
from Intel where he 

spent 18 years as an Integrated Circuit 
Design Engineer.  His major contributions 
were in the design area of a number of 
chips including Intel’s 486, Pentium Pro, 
Pentium 4 and most recently released Intel 
Prescott Chip.  Bob has mentored many new 
engineers.  He has been involved with the 
LDS Church Scouting program with both 
sons obtaining the rank of Eagle Scout. 
As a long time classical and dance band 
trumpet player, until recently, he continued 
this interest as president of the Board of 
Directors of Lake Oswego Millennium 
Concert Band.  While in Geneva, he plans to 
continue to be involved with Geneva Canton 
concert bands and other musical events. 

Judy Cox, Nina Palmer, Ambassador Ellen 
Sauerbrey, Afton Beutler, Susan Klippel
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 Afton and Bob Beutler just arrived in 
Geneva, Switzerland to attend the 60th Session 
of the UN Commission for Human Rights. 
They will represent WOW  for the next three 
years at the United Nations in Geneva and 
Vienna. Many other pro-traditional family 
groups from many countries have joined 
WOW in advocacy at this yearʼs Commission 
for Human Rights meetings.
    WOW has helped sponsor panels and 
statements that support our position in the 
areas of the Right to Health, Violence against 
Women and the Rights of the Child. Afton 
was part of one panel and spoke on the topic 
of “The Importance of Education for Women 
to support their Role in the Work Place, in the 
Community and in the Family.”  A German 
T.V. reporter was so enthused about the content 
that she did a follow up interview that was 
broadcast on French and German networks.
 The NGO Caucus for the Right to 
Health in Geneva supported the appointment 
of the fi rst Special Rapporteur on the right 
of everyone to the enjoyment of the highest 
attainable standard of physical and mental 
health at the last Commission for Human 
Rights.  
 However, the Commission and 
many member states took issue with Special 
Rapporteur Mr. Paul Huntʼs report which 
focused on sexual orientation and other sexual 
and reproductive rights. Several country 
representatives felt that many of the reportʼs 
topics went far beyond Mr. Huntʼs mandate.  
Others felt there should be dialogue and 
cooperation with existing mandates relating 
to Malaria, TB. and HIV/Aids drugs as 
well as collaboration with the World Health 
Organization.  The fi nal resolution passed with 
changes in wording and the acceptance of the 
Special Rapporteurʼs report.

Even though Brazil had sponsored the 
Sexual Orientation resolution in the past, due 
to pressure from other states, the resolution 

was dropped. Sweden looked to carry this 
resolution on but again this resolution has 
become an increasingly unpopular mandate 
in the High Commission on Human Rights 
(HCHR) and has again been tabled until next 
year.  There was not only active campaigning 
but also panels held every week at the HCHR 
supporting and promoting alternative sexual 
orientation rights.

The USA delegation introduced a 
resolution against China for its treatment of 
people who believed in freedom of expression 
and spiritual values.
 Unfortunately, the Commission voted 
the resolution as a “no action” item.

WOW sponsored a panel on this issue 
related to Violence and Human Rights in China 
dealing with the treatment of Chinese citizens 
placed in mental institutions and others who 
were tortured for their beliefs and spiritual 
practices.  Speaking on these issues created 
great awareness for the representatives from 
legal, medical, and academic points of view.  

One of the victims not only participated 
on the WOW panel, but also spoke to both the 
US delegation and at the HCHR session.  While 
speaking at the HCHR, she spotted a member 
of a Chinese government NGO who also was 
one of her tormentors.  Immediately, a lawyer 
was engaged and a suit brought against this 
representative who was at the Commission 
but unfortunately he “disappeared” before he 
could be given the legal papers.  This certainly 
shows the blatant disregard of Human Rights 
by China and was a very eye-opening event.

The USA resolution against Cuba 
passed by one vote. A Cuban delegate 
physically attacked one of the members of 
the USA delegation who had formerly been 
imprisoned by Cuba and who had been 
instrumental in promoting this resolution. 
These incidents illustrate the emotions that 
seems to run high at the HCHR sessions and 
committee meetings as well as in many panels 

WOWʼs New Geneva Reps at 60th Session, 
UN Commission for Human Rights

and presentations. 
Also, since this is the 10th Anniversary 

of the UN International Year of the Family, the 
United Nations General Assembly will hold 
many pre-conferences before the Final Doha 
International Conference for the Family, which 
is the only offi cial celebration recognized.  
Geneva has been selected as the city of choice 
for the European Venue.  This pre-conference 
session will be held from August 23 to August 
25th in the Geneva UN Conference Center.  The 
Beutlers are networking and gathering support 
from many NGOs, churches and organizations 
to support and organize this Family Conference 
in Geneva. 

One of the most touching events 
occurred on 7 April when Secretary-General 
Kofi  Annan led the entire Commission for 
Human Rights and all gathered in the Salle 
Assembly to refl ect on the 1994 Rwanda 
Genocide.  He acknowledged the UN 
responsibility for not having done more to 
prevent or stop the genocide and introduced a 
plan to prevent genocide in the future.  “Only so 
can we honor the victims whom we remember 
today.  Only so can we save those who might 
be victims tomorrow.” The NGO Caucus also 
made a memorial to a longtime member of this 
Geneva coalition who has worked on issues for 
twenty years.

To be at the HCHR has been an 
invigorating, high-paced but extremely 
worthwhile endeavor, especially in the arena 
of building a network of others that support not 
only the traditional family but also the vitally 
important role of women in the family unit.  
One is always amazed at the dedication of the 
many individuals and NGOʼs who do much 
good in projects around the world.  Though we 
might not always be in the majority voicing our 
opinions and promoting our programs, it has 
been important to be here to give our WOW 
voice to all the human rights issues.  In the end 
most people do regard supporting the family 
unit as vital to bring positive and peaceful 
change in the world especially for the next 
generation. 
           In mid-May the Buetlers will be in 
attendance at the World Health Assembly and 
the NGO Health Caucus Meetings. They will 
travel to Paris, France to represent WOW at 
the Annual Meeting and World Movement of 
Mothers Seminar in early June. As part of the 
NGO Status of Women Caucus in Geneva, 
WOW will continue to monitor and give 
input into gender issues in preparation for the 
September United Nations meetings held in 
New York.

BIO SKETCH: Judy Taylor Cox

Judy Taylor Cox was born in Palo Alto, California.  After high school she worked 
as a personal secretary in the Department of Radiobiology at Stanford University. 
Two years at Ricks College in Idaho followed, where she met her husband, David 
Cox.  They married and moved back to California briefl y before coming to Utah 
to attend Brigham Young University.  Judyʼs greatest joy is to be a mother of 
three wonderful children.  She also enjoys being involved in the community and 
has worked in many volunteer positions, including with WOW, in the P.T.A., 
with the IHC Celebration of Health Foundation, Project Linus, and has been 
involved in other community projects. She is also active in her church, where her 
responsibilities are many and diverse.  Her hobbies include music, quilting, reading, 
bowling, and camping with family and friends. Judy has been nominated as a 
corresponding secretary on the WOW Executive Board for another two-year term.  
The election will be held at the annual Meeting on September 18, 2004.



Presents 
An International Conference for Women

“WOMEN AND THEIR INFLUENCE FOR GOOD”

Friday, September 17, 2004
Salt Lake Community College at the Miller Campus

9750 South 300 West, Sandy, Utah
Registration 8:00 A.M.     Conference 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. $25.00 (includes lunch)

WOW Annual Meeting 3:30 P.M. - 5:30 P.M. (Everyone invited to attend, see article on pg. 6)

Morning Keynote Speakers

Ambassador Ellen Sauerbrey, US Representative to the UN Commission on the Status of Women - “Womenʼs Role in Securing   
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms for Herself and Family Members.”
Serena S. Wilson, a descendent of freed slaves, who assisted in the Underground Railroad through directions found hidden in quilt       
blocks - “Womenʼs Role in Securing Freedom and Family Unity for African/American Slaves.” There will be a display of over 40 
quilts along with other Underground Railroad memorabilia.
Laurie Seron, a descendent of those providing Safe Houses on the Underground Railroad, member of WOW Executive Board - 
“Womenʼs Role in Providing Safe Houses for Children and Families Then and Now.”

Afternoon Breakout Sessions

The Johnson Family - “Operation Caring Hands - Goodwill Efforts in Iraq”.
Chief Carol Ugochukwu -”African Women and Their Progress in Freeing Families from the Bonds of Poverty, Illiteracy and 
Disease.”
Sal Jansson “Womenʼs Role in Effective Problem Solving - The Value of the Quilting Bee and Other Such Gatherings”.
Joy and Gary Lundberg - “Men and Women: Equal with Important Differences”
Ambassador Sauerbrey, Delpha Baird, Afton Beutler - “Questions and Answers Concerning the Debate Over Women and 
Family Issues Worldwide”
Serena S. Wilson & Laurie Seron -” Questions and Answers Regarding the Underground Railroad”
Ifeoma Nwankwor & Nancy Anderson-”Facilitating Parents in Teaching Life Skills to Youth”

...As well as other well known speakers

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Early registration is advised, as seating is limited. Pre-registration must be received by Sept. 9th 2004. (Registration is $30 after Sept 
9th.) You may register and pay online at www.wowinfo.org or send registration form, check or money order to: 
WOW, 2092 East 3715 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84109.  For information contact:  
Salt Lake City- Laurie Seron at 801-455-3813, Utah County- Judy Cox at 801-221-9866

NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________________

AGENCY/ORGANIZATION/OCCUPATION______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY________________________________________________STATE__________________________ZIP____________________

PHONE______________________________________________EMAIL_________________________________________________

IN CELEBRATION OF THE U.N. CONFERENCE ON THE FAMILY +10,
AND AS A PARTICIPANT IN THE DOHA INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE PROCESS

THE WORLDWIDE ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (WOW)
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W O W  I N   A F R I C A
by Carol Ugochukwu

WOW-Africa Executive Director

 The dream for African women is to 
be free from the bondage of poverty and 
to be able to provide love and support for 
their families as well as education and health 
care.

WOW-Africa: NIGERIA Chapter

 Family Works Program:  The 
women in the village of Ozubulu continue to 
make much progress in their literacy classes.  
They are so pleased to be able to read and 
write.  The skills that they have learned and 
are learning have provided added income 
to their families.  They are making soap, 
pomade, face cream, baby cream, learn 
basket and mat weaving, make beaded bags 

and purses, do dressmaking and tie and dye 
fabrics.  They are able to promote family 
stability and are helping to eradicate poverty 
in their community.  They plan to send some 
of their products with Carol Ugochukwu 
to sell at WOWʼs International Womenʼs 
Conference and Annual Meeting in Utah on 
September 17th, 2004.
 Garrie is a processed food made 
from cassava roots and is a staple food in 
the village.  A machine, which was donated 
by LDS Charities, processes the cassava 
and is operated by the men in the village.  It 
continues to be a successful project, which 
was initiated by the WOW women.  It 
provides needed income for the village as 
well as saving much time for the women over 
manual processing of the cassava.
 Another project initiated by the WOW 
women is the monthly visits by doctors.   
On January 24, 2004, an ophthalmologist 
conducted over 40 eye examinations for the 
families. He found 4 to have glaucoma and 
were on the verge of losing their eye sight, 8 
to have cataracts and would require surgery 
to correct this condition, and others to have 
various allergies, dry eye and other minor eye 

infections. 
 This last group required eye drops 
and other medications, which the doctor 

prescribed for them.  The older men and 
women with cataracts and glaucoma are 
receiving follow up treatment.  There are 
many more health-related programs planned 
in the future.  The villagers also received a 
gift of $5,000 worth of frames for eyeglasses 

from Harvey Meltzerʼs Vision Center, 
Lancaster, California. 
 The WOW women are receiving 
entrepreneurial training.  Training in 
gardening and goat rearing is adding to the 
prosperity of the families of the village.  
One woman started with a loan for two 
goats and now has a herd of 16 goats.  The 
WOW-Africa womenʼs village project is 
helping women help themselves and their 
families.
  Micro-credit lending remains the focus 
of this group in their effort to become 
self-sufficient and to build a stable family.  
They advocate change where appropriate.
 A major innovation in their program is 
the use of music, storytelling, and skits to 
dramatize the daily life of the villagers. 
 Another project is teaching life 
skills to the youth using a program called 
FACTS.  It also teaches sexual abstinence 
before marriage and fidelity within 
marriage.  Although the village does not 
have a large HIV/AIDS problem, this 
training will help in the prevention of 
all sexually transmitted diseases.  This 
FACTS program being used in the village 
has been modified from one that is being 
used in Utah with a grant from the Utah 
State Health Department to WOW.  Nancy 
Anderson, WOWʼs director of the FACTS 
Utah program, made a gift of visual aids 
equipment and training manuals and 
materials to WOW Africa.
 A new branch of WOW Nigeria has 
been started.  A retired head mistress who 
has lived in the village all her life is the 
coordinator.  A good working relationship 
with her is anticipated.  This group is keen 
on micro-credit lending.

 About 30 years ago, the village of 
Enugwu in Nigeria was separated from the 
world when their bridge over the Eze River 
was destroyed.  Consequently, the people in this 
village have become almost completely isolated 
from those on the other side of the river in the 
larger community of Ozubulu.  The only way 
to have access to the outside world has been to 

walk or swim across the river.  However, there 
are dangers…such as drowning and crocodiles.  
School children must cross through the river 
to attend school.  They wear their older clothing 
while crossing the river, carry their lunch and 
school clothes on their heads and change on 
the other side before proceeding on to school.  
Anything that the villagers need to transport 
across the river must be carried on their heads…
including their bicycles. But in the rainy season 
the river becomes so swollen that crossing is 
impossible and the villagers, including the 
school children, must remain isolated.  

 This village has become part of the WOW 
Africa project.  About a month ago, a member of 
WOW was washing her clothes in the river when 
she was attack by a crocodile.  She survived, but 
is in serious condition.  We have been asked to 
pray for her recovery.  Had it been a school child 
crossing the river at that time, chances are that 
the crocodile would have succeeded in claiming 

its desired meal!
 The villagers want and 
need a bridge, but because of 
the lack of funding for necessary 
infrastructure in the villages in 
this area, they cannot build one 
themselves.  Great poverty exists 
in the area.  In all these years, 
there seems to be no one, nor any 
organizational entity (including 
the government) that has come 
forward to help.  
 WOW would like to 
help build this bridge!  We need 
your help to build a bridge strong 
enough for even a vehicle to pass 
over.  It will make the world of 

difference to the lives of these people.  Please 
consider making a generous donation and 
help us raise the necessary funds to build this 
bridge.  A check can be sent to Worldwide 
Organization for Women at:

2092 E 3715 S., 
Salt Lake City, Utah 84109.  

 WOW is a 501 (c) 3 organization and 
your contribution is tax deductible.  For 
further information call us at 801-272-3268.

WOW Needs YOUR Help To Build a Bridge

WOW-Africa 
Reports in, May 
2004

  Nigeria



 The Rotary Club of Nnewi is working 
with the villagers to develop a project to 
obtain a clean water supply.  
 The villagers are currently drinking 
river water, which is very contaminated and 
causes water born diseases.  Even though the 
villagers are taught to boil and filter their 
drinking water by WOWʼs training classes, 
some do not feel the necessity to do so and 
people continue to become ill.
 WOW-Africa recently made a 
donation of 25 classroom desks to a local 
school in the community.  Carol Ugochukwu, 
executive director for WOW Africa, has been 
invited to be a guest speaker by a group from 
a nearby city.   They wish to learn more about 
the many facets of WOW Africa.  

WOW-Africa: KENYA Chapter

 Amina Ridhwani has recently 
organized Worldwide Organization for 
Women, Kenya chapter.  She met Joyce 
Muhlestein and Nina Palmer at the March 
2003 UN Commission on the Status of 
Women meeting in New York City.  WOW 
sponsored a side event which she attended 
and in which she was impressed with the 
presentation given by a panel discussing 
WOWʼs positions (points and counterpoints).  
Upon returning to Kenya, she organized her 
ongoing activities under WOWʼs name.  The 
following is the response to our request for a 
report of the activities and projects in which 

they are engaged:
 Family health and home based care 
training, community education on health and 
development, support and care for children 
orphaned by HIV/AIDS, microcredit training 
for caregivers and orphan headed homes, 
humanitarian assistance to the disadvantaged 
in the community, family life education 
programs, women empowerment initiatives 
to alleviate poverty and counseling sessions 
with youth concerning drugs and reproductive 
health. 
 In her report she tells the story of a 
young girl by the name of Miswalehe whose 

mother was dying of HIV/AIDS.  She then 
became the caregiver for her mother as well 
as her siblings.  Her mother died last month 
and as Miswalehe is the only breadwinner in 

the family, she continues to go to the beach 
with a younger sibling on her back to look for 
shells to sell so that they may eat.  One of her 

younger siblings is also infected with HIV/
AIDS.  Living in her harsh and uncertain 
world, Miswalehe is suffering psychological 
and physical trauma from her heavy load of 
care giving and child labor.  Aminaʼs group is 
providing as much support as they can to this 
family.
 She tells of another family of ten 
children whose parents have died from HIV/
AIDS and who are now under the care of a 
very old grandmother.  She included a picture 
of the ten children sitting in a circle eating 
their scant meal.

WOW-Africa: SIERRRA LEONE 
Chapter

 We have recently received a request 
from a woman in Sierra Leone, West Africa 
to start a WOW chapter there.  We will keep 
you posted on the development of this chapter 
in the future.

Report by Worldwide 
Organization for Women Africa

 
According to the United Nations World Food 
Program (WFP), this year 11-14 million Ethi-
opians face severe food shortages.  
 Prime Minister Meles Zenawi recently 
said that the 1984 
famine in which 
close to 1 million 
died was a “night-
mare” but that 
this year’s hun-
ger (2003), if not 
addressed, “will 
be too ghastly to 
contemplate.”  
 E x p e r t s 
say the way to 
break the cycle is 
not through emer-
gency aid but 
through develop-
ment.  
 “If we had 
similar resources 
in development as in emergency, we could 
turn around this picture,” said Al Kehler, de-
velopment coordinator for the WFP in Ethio-
pia.  Investing in such things as education, 
health, agriculture and trade, Kehler said, 
make the real difference by giving people the 
ability and means to help themselves during 
droughts in years to come.  
 “Emergency aid does not work.  We 
know that. People need development,” said 
Robert Luneburg, consultant to the US Agen-

cy for International Development (USAID) in 
Ethiopia.  Luneburg has personally overseen 
the distribution of 2 million tons of food aid 
worldwide during his career (Internet source: 
http://www.csmonitor.com/2003/0124/

p01s04-woaf.html).
 WOW-Africa is addressing these 
same issues through exciting programs such 
as education and adult literacy, skill develop-
ment for personal enhancement, micro-credit 
as a practical approach for ending poverty, 
and community development.  
 With the micro-credit loan program, 
women are starting to have the resources to 
provide for their families.    

W O W  I N   A F R I C A

Kenya

Sierra Leone

WOW-Africa Focuses on 
Long-Term Development

Afton Beutler (center) with WOW-Africaʼs Ozubulu, Nigeria chapter.  Afton is 
now WOWʼs representative in Geneva, Switzerland.



 We believe in the divine worth and attri-
butes of all women and acknowledge and value 
the inherent power that women possess for good 
in the home, marriage, family, and community.
 The Worldwide Organization for Women 
(WOW) is an international, non-denominational, 
non-profit 501(c)(3) organization of women and 
men of faith who advocate for healthy and co-
hesive families worldwide.  WOW is an NGO in 
SPECIAL consultative status with the Economic 
and Social Council of the United Nations.
 Our mission is to bring all women to the 
understanding of their divine worth and influ-
ence upon society.  Furthermore, we seek to 
strengthen, support, and unite women and men 
of faith in order to create a peaceful, moral, and 
loving environment that values the sanctity of 
human life, preserves the natural family, and 
fosters the worship of God.

How We Fulfill Our Mission

* Teach women of their divine worth and their 
capacity to positively influence for good their 
homes, marriages, families, communities, na-
tions, and society as a whole
* Enlighten women on critical issues affecting 
them and the well-being of their families
* Unite and empower women to overcome soci-
etal ills that are disintegrating the family
* Assist women in promoting pro-family policy

* Sponsor conferences
* Facilitate workshops and trainings
* Provide a current and informative website
* Distribute research-based materials, resources, 
and publications
* Publish a newsletter, Women s̓ Voice
* Provide WOW representatives at governmental 
decision-making levels
* Publish and disseminate WOWʼs time-honored 
guiding principles and positions
* Promote networking and coalition-building 
among pro-family organizations
* Consult at the UN and other international 
conferences
*Offer information, training, and resources for 
associate chapters and organizations
* Provide linkage assistance to humanitarian 
resources, programs, and projects

Our Invitation

We invite women and men of faith from all 
nations, cultures, races, and religions, who 
uphold the purposes and positions of the 
Worldwide Organization for Women (WOW) 
to join with us.  To become a member of 
WOW, or to get more information, please de-
tach this form and send to the Salt Lake City, 
Utah office.

WOW: Who We Are
----------------------#

Enclosed is a check for $25 for annual 
membership

I would like more information about 
organizing an associate chapter of WOW 
in my area

I would like to make a 501 (c) (3) tax-de-
ductible donation of $_____________

I would like more information about be-
coming a WOW volunteer

Name___________________________
Phone___________________________
Address_________________________
City____________________________
State_________________ Zip_______
Country_________________________
Email___________________________

Cut out and mail to:

Worldwide Organization for Women
 2092 East 3715 South
 Salt Lake City, UT 84109
 USA

Or visit our website and print out a dona-
tion form:

 www.wowinfo.org
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